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as Consul Bemick never had and never could have
had. In his ruthless self-seeking, Borkman has been
an enemy of society in the grand style; and as an
enemy of society he passes out of life. And thejre are
further links with the old play: Gunhild and Ella,
wife and sister-in-law, stand to each other as Betty
and Lona did; Erhard Borkman, his son, is what
Olaf Bernick might have become, had his father not
reformed and the pleasant change not come over
the Consul's household.
John Gabriel Borkman had loved Ella Rentheim,
but, in furtherance of his ends and ambitions, had
married her half-sister, Gunhild. He had thereby,
as Ella says to her sister, " committed a double
murder " ; he had " murdered your soul and mine ".
All his life he had sought wealth and might, ever
since the gold had gleamed on him, as a miner's son,
in the bowels of the earth; but he had not realized
that there is greater might in the self-sacrificing love
for a fellow-being than in the untold wealth he has
won and lost. He has committed a worse crime than
that which he expiated within the prison walls;
he has killed the love-life in a human heart. For
such a crime there is no atonement—no redemption.
More than this, Borkman is gnawed, like Skule, like
Allmers, by the great doubt that paralyses the life
of all Ibsen's personalities, the doubt of himself, the
doubt of his capability to achieve; and now of his
power to rehabilitate himself. He is a Napoleon
who has been crippled in his first battle ; in his heart
of hearts, he even doubts his own life-lie.
Such is this winter's tale, this tragedy of frozen
hearts. Like another, more self-conscious Peer Gynt,
Borkman has striven, in egoistic arrogance, to be
himself; and, like Peer Gynt, he loses his own soul.
In his craving to accumulate worldly treasure, he has
missed the more precious spiritual treasure that lay
nearer to his hand. He has allowed his heart to
become petrified and cold; and it is the cold that

